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1883. opinion, and in the guise of zeal for God's honour
to attack a man whose life perhaps may be much
more pleasing to God than your own."l

The legislation of 1883 was solid, useful,, and
important.    Mr. Childers's first Budget,  showing
a surplus of two millions and a half, enabled him
to take off the extra income tax imposed by Mr.
Gladstone for the brief Egyptian campaign, and
bring it down from sixpence-halfpenny to fivepence,
sixpenny   besides introducing sixpenny telegrams in obedience
teiegiams.  ^ ^ ^^ ^ tke nouse.    j^^ Fawcett had been

trying to introduce them ever since he came to the

Post Office, and now at last the Treasury was com-

onam-t     pelled by Parliament to yield.2   Mr. Chamberlain's

Bankruptcy Bankruptcy Act, the best yet passed, was a double

success.     An excellent measure in itself,  it was

the first achievement of the Standing Committee

on Trade, where Mr. Goschen presided.    The gist

of the Bill was a transference of the control over

insolvent estates from the Court of Bankruptcy

to the Board of Trade, acting through Official

Receivers.     Both   efficiency  and economy were

promoted by this salutary change, which increased

Mr. Chamberlain's reputation for practical capacity

Agn-        and  knowledge /of   business.     The   Agricultural ,

Hoidmgs    Holdings Act gave the tenant compensation for

Aet        his unexhausted improvements at the end of his

tenancy, and was very popular with the farmers,

especially as it limited the amount recoverable by

a distress to  one year's   rent.     Lord  Salisbury

carried in the House of Lords an amendment to

except current leases which were inconsistent with

compensation, and, though dissuaded by the Duke

of Richmond, went so far as to provoke a conflict

between the two Houses on the point.    But as he

1885.

1 Life of Lord Coleridge, il 293.
The cliarge to the public, however, was not actually lowered till